
The following is a compilation of birding information on Half Moon Cay.  Also included are a bird list and 
the most recent Holland America map of the island. 

The Bahamian National Trust has designated part of Half Moon Cay a wild bird preserve and its brackish 
interior lagoon (Bonefish Lagoon) has been designated as an important wetland. The island is nine and a 
half miles in circumference with nine miles of beach, an exterior lagoon and an interior lagoon. All but 
55 of the island's 2,400 acres are still untouched and unspoiled, leaving plenty of habitat for land and 
sea birds. 

The island is a nesting area for waterfowl including 10,000 sooty terns, noddy terns, 200 pairs of roseate 
terns, shearwaters and Bahamian pintails.  Resident land birds include ospreys, burrowing owls, white-
crowned pigeons, Bahama mockingbirds, thick-billed vireos, bananaquits and black-faced grassquits.  
The area around the lagoon is a common site for several species of waterfowl and wading birds, 
including egrets, herons, ruddy ducks and Caribbean coots. 

Good birding areas on the island are reported to be the interior lagoon (Bonefish Lagoon), the ruins and 
old sisal fields near West Bay (past the cabana’s and horse corral), and the two saline ponds near the 
north shore.  

In the hills west of the lagoon, white-crowned pigeons are common. And the rocky southern coast, east 
of the inlet to the lagoon, is home to burrowing sea birds such as the white-tailed tropicbird, petrel and 
shearwater, as well as the occasional osprey or belted kingfisher. Other birds common to the area 
include the thick-billed vireo, stripe-headed tanager, black-faced grassquit and greater Antillean 
bullfinch.  

A network of nature trails with interpretive signs is easily accessible from the tender pier.  Hard-surfaced 
and sand pathways connect the venues.  However, the nature trails are primarily packed sand.  The 
island is covered with scrubby dense trees. You cannot really walk anywhere through the trees unless 
you are on a road or trail. 

Walk to the right from the tender pier, down a deserted beach, then turn left and go inland to a section 
of the lagoon which was found previously to be alive with birds--Bahama Pintails, Black-neck Stilts, Least 
Grebes, Short-billed Dowitchers and a brief glimpse of an unidentified rail. 

Walking the entire length of the beach, around past the horse corrals to the point where that the way is 
blocked by rocks, there is a trail over by where the sea planes come in, that takes you up to the ruins 
and old sisal fields near West Bay.  Unfortunately, a list of birds previously seen at the ruins was not 
provided by the birder who reported that it was a good area.  

The fitness trail which runs partially along Bonefish Lagoon has interpretive signs with descriptions of 
featured trees and plants, as well as vantage points for watching the many variety of birds.  There is an 
observation tower located along one of the nature trails. 

You may want to bring some insect repellant for hiking on the island's nature trails. 



The following list is a compilation of birds reported by other birders visiting Half Moon Cay from 1981 to 2012
List is in alphabetical order, not taxonomic order

1 American Coot 
2 American Oystercatcher 
3 Bahama Mockingbird 
4 Bananaquit 
5 Belted Kingfisher 
6 Black-bellied Plover 
7 Black-faced Grassquit 
8 Black-necked Stilt 
9 Black-throated Blue Warbler 

10 Blue Grosbeak
11 Blue-winged Teal
12 Bridled Tern 
13 Brown Noddy 
14 Burrowing Owl 
15 Cape May Warbler 
16 Clapper Rail 
17 Common Ground-Dove 
18 Gray Catbird 
19 Great Blue Heron 
20 Greater Antillean bullfinch
21 Green-backed Heron 
22 Key West Quail-Dove 
23 Laughing Gull 
24 Least Grebe
25 Lesser Yellowlegs 
26 Magnificent Frigatebird 
27 Merlin 
28 Northern Harrier 
29 Osprey 
30 Palm Warbler
31 Palm Warbler
32 Piping Plover 
33 Reddish Egret 
34 Ring-billed Gull
35 Roseate Tern 
36 Royal Tern
37 Ruddy Turnstone 
38 Short-billed Dowitcher 
39 Snowy Egret 
40 Sooty Tern 
41 Stripe-headed tanager
42 Thick-billed Vireo 
43 White-cheeked Pintail (aka Bahama Pintail)     
44 White-crowned Pigeon 
45 White-tailed Tropicbird
46 Wilson's Plover 
47 Wilson's Storm-Petrel
48 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
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